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Thus it is essentially true that Germany knew the gen-
eral tenor of some of the terms of the ultimatum, and was
aware that they were likely to lead to a localized war with
Serbia, but she did not know the text of it beforehand
in time to modify or recall it.   BerchtolcTs fait accompli
methods had prevented that.   At the time Jagow finally
saw the text, on the evening of July 22, there remained less
than twenty-four hours before-the Austrian Minister was
to present it at Belgrade.  The text of it was already in his
hands.   Even in these modern days of the telephone and
telegraph it would have been virtually impossible for the
German and Austrian officials in Berlin, Vienna and Bel-
grade to communicate with each other within the brief
time'and agree upon a modification of the ultimatum.  And
even if Bethmann and Jagow had been informed of the text
much earlier, it is not to be assumed that they would have
modified or stopped it.   They would have probably still
adhered to the policy adopted on July 5, that the Austro-
Serbian question was "beyond the competence of Ger-
many/' but that Germany must support her ally in the
action she had decided upon to protect herself against the
Greater Serbia danger.    They felt they had to accept
Berohtold's fait accompli   It was a consequence of their
folly in giving him a free hand on July 5.   To have disa-
vowed Austria's action at the last moment, would of course,
as events turned out, have been wiser.   But it would
have meant that the Triple Alliance would have been
greatly weakened further in the face of the Triple Entente
which was growing closer and stronger.   The internal dis-
solution of Austria would have been accelerated througji
the encouragement to restless Slav subjects.    Austria's
evaporating prestige in the Balkans would have completely
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